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Message from the Director

asked to screen the soil and wash the artifacts
found. It should be an interesting project, and
volunteers will help to reduce costs for the
project.

Charles T. Lyle
This is a particularly busy and exciting time for the
museum. We completed phase II of the statemandated archaeology project this summer under the
direction of Public Archaeology Survey Team, Inc.
They will return this month to continue phase III of
the project with the final work scheduled to be
completed in 2018. Volunteers will be needed to
assist when the final recovery is done in the spring.
The top soil in the footprint of the new building will
be stripped by machine and volunteers will be

The architect Robert Paladino has also redesigned the exterior of the new visitor center to
comply with the requirements of the State Historic Preservation Office. They include reducing
the overall size of the structure and lowering the
roof lines by using hipped rather than A-frame
roofs so the new addition is more compatible
with the rear of the Webb and Deane Houses
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and not as visible from the street. The design also
complements the adjacent Colonial Revival Garden
with its charming “garden pavilion” with windows on
the north and west elevations that open up views from
inside the building of the garden and picturesque
landscape in the rear of the property. The only views
of the garden in the current museum complex are from
a kitchen window and two small windows next to the
men’s room. The redesigned building was approved
by the SHPO and by the Council for Historic
Preservation at their September 6, 2017 meeting.
We are currently working on proposals and a contract
with the architect, construction manager, engineers and
landscape architect for the completion of construction
level drawings over the winter that can go out for bid
in the spring. With SHPO approval, we are also
proceeding with the contract and paper work required
by the Connecticut Department of Economic and
Community Development, who administers the 1.7
million-dollar bond we received in February 2017.

leading museums from around the country. Our
talented staff was stationed in the houses in
period dress and we installed a tent with food and
drink in the front courtyard, which is the first
time we have done that during my eleven-year
tenure. It was a beautiful evening and a festive
party, with the reception in the courtyard, the
Houses open for tours, a wedding at the Barn and
people strolling on Main Street or dining at
Lucky Lou’s across the street.
The fall lecture series began on Thursday, September 21 with an excellent overview of the new
Museum of the American Revolution in Philadelphia by Curator Phillip Meade. There were 116
people attending the program. On September 28,
theater critic and arts writer Frank Rizzo gave a
multi-media presentation on the musical Hamilton to a standing-room-only crowd estimated to be
about 200 people. On October 12, we hosted An
Evening with Alexander Hamilton with reenactor

After the Labor Day weekend, we kicked off the fall
season on September 15 by hosting a Friday evening
reception and tour of the houses for over one
hundred members of The Decorative Arts Trust. The
national group celebrated their 40th anniversary with
a four-day meeting featuring private collections and
museums in the Hartford area. In attendance were
prominent curators and collectors representing

Reenactor Ian Rose as Alexander Hamilton
plays to a full house in the Barn on October 12.

Museum guides dressed for The Decorative Arts Trust
tour. L. to. R.: Elizabeth O’Brien, Bruce Henley, Kristine
Hudock and Nina Vasques.

Ian Rose. A standing-room-only crowd of 218
people attended, and Rose’s entertaining presentation received a standing ovation. On October 26,
we will close out the series with a presentation on
the exciting archaeological discoveries at the
WDS Museum this past year by staff members of
the Public Archaeology Survey Team, Inc. of
Storrs, CT. We are also sold out for our popular
Witches and Tombstones program on October 21
and are now beginning to get ready for the holiday
preview party on December 8 with Candlelight
tours held on the evenings of December 15 and 16..

Director’s report continued
I am also pleased to report that we have installed two additional mannequins in the Yorktown parlor
based on Wallace Nutting's 1916 “Colonial” picture Birthday Flowers. Bringing Nutting’s vision to
life has been a goal of mine since I started as director eleven years ago. We included one figure in the
100th anniversary exhibit last year. When I learned that our tour guide Nina Vasques had made
her own Colonial dress
for special events at the
museum, I approached
her about the possibility
of making dresses for
two additional
mannequins for the
Yorktown parlor to
complete the 1916
Nutting scene. Although
a bit concerned initially,
Nina tackled the project
with enthusiasm and
determination. She has
done an outstanding job
creating almost exact
reproductions of the
dresses shown by
Nutting in his 1916
photograph (See below).
Guides Nina Vasques with Elizabeth O’Brien preparing
the mannequins in the Yorktown Parlor.

Wallace Nutting’s Birthday Flowers (1916).

The Yorktown Parlor with the Outfitted Mannequins.

Nutting in his 1916
photograph.dresses shown by Nutting in his 1916 photograph.
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Continued on page 11

Message from the
The Webb-Deane-Stevens Museum
Board, 2017-2018

Webb-Deane-Stevens
Museum Board

Ann M. Burton, Chair
This year will be one of growth for the “increasingly fabulous”*
Webb-Deane-Stevens Museum as we move towards the construction of the Visitor and Education Center. The first two
phases of the Archaeological dig on the site have yielded an unexpectedly rich trove of artifacts dating over almost four centuries. Phase III will be undertaken in the fall. On Thursday,
October 26 the Public Archaeology Survey Team, Inc. will
present a multi-media program on their discoveries to date.
The Museum’s fall lecture series will highlight the new Museum of The American Revolution in Philadelphia and celebrates the life and continuing relevance of Alexander Hamilton.
Our Halloween program and the wonderful holiday celebrations
continue our tradition of bringing our Colonial past to life.

2017-2018
Ann M. Burton, Chair, Washington
Lee G. Kuckro, Vice-Chair, Wethersfield
Clare C. Edwards, West Hartford
Cindy Greenblatt, Wethersfield
Eunice Groark, Bloomfield
Sally Kernan, Middlebury
Nina Hayes, Farmington
Douglas Hyland, West Hartford
Tom Miano, Wethersfield
Don Peterson, Glastonbury
Judy K. Rowley, Southbury
Mary V. Treadway, Wilton

Making the treasures of the Museum more accessible to all, the special series of Digging Deeper Tours for those
interested in textiles, furniture, and silver have become very popular. These tours will continue.
The WDS Museum Board will continue in its second year to increase public membership in the Museum and
to develop policies and programs to make the Museum a living testament to our colonial history.
*William Hosley, The Hartford Courant, September 3, 2017.

Education Corner
Cynthia Riccio, Director of Education
The WDS Museum education programs have
existed for over 50 years providing hands-on
history lessons for pre-K through college-age
students. It is at the heart of the Museum’s
mission to educate and teach American
history through the creative use of its historic
houses and collections. Each program is
adapted to the special interests and needs of
the people participating in order to create a
memorable and meaningful learning
experience.
Educational programs are offered yearround using our three 18th-century houses
Continued on page 8

Foodways: A Colonial Tea Party
in the Education Room at the Webb House.
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Message from the Webb-Deane-Stevens Museum
Membership & Development Committee
Don Peterson, Chair
As a member of the Board of the Webb-Deane-Stevens Museum and Chair of its Membership and
Development Committee, it is such a pleasure for me to welcome you all and to thank you for your
commitment to this extraordinary museum. I share your sense of responsibility for these magnificent
historic homes and the obligation we have to celebrate and preserve them.
We’ve had a busy first year as the governing body for the museum. In particular, your Membership and
Development Committee, under the excellent guidance of Museum Executive Director Charles T. Lyle
and Director of Membership and Development Anne Guernsey, undertook a complete revamping of
our membership program. With input from many current members and a good understanding of the
membership programs at several institutions, we established four categories of membership: Individual
and Senior; Family; Contributing; and Patron. Each category has a unique set of benefits and fee
structure. Membership information and an application form are included on page 13 in this newsletter.
These categories are working well and membership is growing.
As many of you know, we hosted the
first ever Members Appreciation Garden Party on June 7. Over 150 members
gathered to celebrate the museum on a
picture-perfect June evening. It was a
delightful event and an appropriate
“thank you” to our membership base.
We hope that many of you will participate
in the excellent series of fall programs
listed elsewhere in this newsletter, and, in
particular, I hope to see you at the Annual
Holiday Party on December 8. We are so
fortunate to have Charles T. Lyle as our
Executive Director. Under his leadership
Don Peterson welcomes guests at the June 7th
the Museum has become one of the premier
Members Appreciation Garden Party.
house museums in the state of Connecticut. I
am sure you enjoy each visit to the WDS Museum as much as I do.
My wife Pam and I are Wethersfield natives and Wethersfield High School grads. We feel a strong
attachment to Old Wethersfield and to these historic homes and often invite friends and relatives to
visit the museum with us.
So here’s an idea: over the next few weeks, let’s all make an extra effort to reach out to that special
neighbor, college friend, cousin or friend from the office and invite him or her to join you for a
delightful day in Old Wethersfield. Take a tour of the museum, have lunch on Main Street and share
your enthusiasm for the WDS Museum. It will be good for you, good for your friend, and good for the
Webb-Deane-Stevens Museum. I’ll see you there!
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Cheers to you!
How to Make Our Signature
Silas Deane Cocktail
At our Garden Party for members this summer,
many enjoyed one, and even two, of these refreshing drinks, appropriately named “The Silas
Deane.” Brought to you by popular demand,
here is the recipe so you can wow your guests at
your next party.
Guests at the Garden Party meeting with P.A.S.T. staff members
and viewing the archeological finds from the dig.



WDS Museum’s
Silas Deane Cocktail

Start by filling ½ of a wine glass with
cold Prosecco;
 Add a splash of St-Germaine, which is a
warm floral-noted liqueur made from
elderflowers;
 Garnish with a fresh strawberry.
A perfect drink for any American patriot!

Lee Kuckro & Don Peterson serving the
Silas Deane Cocktail to guests.

Guests enjoying the Members Garden Party In June.
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Digging Deep in Connecticut
Charbra Adams Jestin, NSCDA-CT President
This article originally appeared in Dames Dispatch,
October 2017.
The gardens behind the Joseph Webb House and the
Silas Deane House have been the cause for much
excitement in the NSCDA-CT this summer all due to a
state-mandated archaeology dig in preparation for new
construction. The ground has given up thousands of
objects of interest dating to the founding of the town in
1634 by dissidents from Watertown, MA.

Irish Oval Farthing 1625-36.

The team of archaeologists who are managing the dig
believe the preservation of the 17th century artifacts
“was aided by a layer of ash that seems to have been
deposited in this area in the 18th century. It likely
changed the soil chemistry, facilitating the preservation of all of these very delicate materials. Overall, the
amount of cultural material and information about 17th
century life-ways these excavations have produced is
truly astounding. Sites of this age, with this level of
preservation, are exceedingly rare.”
What has the dig produced? Among the many items
pulled from the ground were an Irish Oval farthing
manufactured between 1625 and 1636, an 18th century
60 caliber musket ball, several wampum beads, two
flint strike-a-lights, straight pins, iron clothing hooks,
furniture tacks, and numerous other domestic artifacts
like red ware pottery, animal bones and charred plant
remains.

18th Century 60-caliber Musket Ball.

Wampum Beads.

7

Digging Deeper in CT, continued from page 7
The team has also uncovered some extraordinary 18th
century objects such as a silver button, beautiful
delftwares and English white salt-glazed stoneware.
Perhaps most remarkable for local history is the evidence
of a palisade (see photo) at the 17th century level of
excavation. This could perhaps represent one of the
earliest structures in the 1634 settlement of Wethersfield.
There will be another phase of digging in the fall and
spring to ensure that the ground involved in the
construction has been fully cleared of artifacts, all of
which will help us to understand the life of the residents
on this property prior to the construction of the three 18th
century houses currently standing.
17th century Palisade.

Education Corner, continued from page 4
and Historic Wethersfield as the classroom for thirteen separate offerings. Students participate in an average
of four programs each day when they are at the Museum, often with a lunch break in the Webb Barn. Each
thematic curriculum unit combines a visit to one or more houses, or the Ancient Burying Ground, where
children look at and learn about the artifacts, followed by a hands-on participatory learning activity.
Some of the thousands of students we teach have sent us handwritten thank you notes - an art form of the
past! We wanted to share some of their reflections. All were enrolled at Orchard Hill Elementary School in
South Windsor.


“Have you ever realized that you guys have a great program going? I enjoyed everything. I never
knew that George Washington walked in one of those houses.”



“It is amazing to think that there are so many different types of gravestones.”



“I liked it when you told me that the lavender took away the smell of the dirty clothes and hair of the
colonists.”



 Some comments are entertaining: “Thank you for the presentation. I really liked doing the loom. I think next
time you move the dolls, I think they are creepy. Not to be rude. I also liked the grave presentation” and
“Thank you for teaching us about some disturbing things such as how they took the bad blood out of you
and kids had to dump the chamber pots.”
We are pleased that schools are still managing to come to the Museum despite limited funds and we will do
everything we can to keep the programs fresh and relevant for students. Since 2014 we have had over 5,600
students visit the museum and we hope to keep students coming, stressing to them the importance of
learning about the past. In a time when schools are focused heavily on math and science or on testing, those
of us in the history world realize the importance of bringing the past alive for not only the students that visit
but also for adults that visit for guided tours or public programs.
Learn more at webb-deane-stevens.org/the-museum-school
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Secure Communications: The Wax-Jack
Richard C. Malley, Curator
So what’s a wax-jack, you ask? If you lived in the 18th or 19th Centuries you might be very
familiar with the device. Wax-sealing letters was one of the few ways to ensure confidentiality,
and individuals and “office workers” alike used the technique. In the late 17th Century those
clever Dutch came up with a notion to make the use of open flame (necessary in wax sealing) a
safer proposition in homes and offices full of potential combustibles. Enter the wax-jack.
The term “jack” at that
time referred to any
device which
incorporated a vertical or
horizontal spindle or
roller. The wax-jack
featured a beeswaxcoated taper coiled
around a center spindle
to provide a safe method
of heating and softening
the wax used in sealing
letters. A correspondent
would light the taper,
which was securely held
in a scissor-like clamp
device fitted with a drip
cup, and then soften the
sealing wax stick. The
sealing wax (typically
The Wax-Jack on the desk in the rear chamber
harder than beeswax)
of the Silas Deane House.
would be dripped on to
the seam in the folded letter (envelopes were not widely used at this time) and the correspondent’s
individualized seal then pressed on the soft wax. The clamp and drip cup provided a level of fire
safety, as the taper would typically burn out when it reached the clamp.
In an office setting where often many letters would have to be prepared, keeping the taper burning
helped speed up the sealing process, increasing efficiency.
We have recently added such a device to the collection, for use in the Deane house library. It is a
silver example, likely European (Dutch or French) and dating to the late 18th Century. Just the
kind of thing that a frequent correspondent like Deane would have owned—and flashy to match!
Museum guide Bruce Henley, who also deals in 17th and 18th century furnishings, acquired the
wax-jack and offered the museum first refusal. So now museum guides can quiz visitors on this
device and harken back to a gentler age when cybersecurity and hacking of emails was not an
issue.
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Late Summer and Fall
in the Amy Cogswell Colonial Revival Garden
Rose Riley, Master Gardener
As I work in the late summer garden dead-heading
flowering plants and pulling the occasional tardy
weed, I am accompanied by a bevy of moths and
butterflies. I suppose I must seem quite alarming
as I move through the garden cutting off flower
clusters which often have five or ten individual
flowers left blooming.
The bees seem not so perturbed by my presence,
busying themselves by diving into the trumpet
flowers of the Plantagenet hostas. They climb so
far down these trumpet flowers that they
disappear entirely. They may not like me so much
next week when I begin deadheading the hostas!

Bees diving into the blossoms
of the Plantagenet Hostas.

In the first few weeks of September, the gardener's
work reflects the change in season. I am still dead-heading the Phlox and the annuals to encourage rebloom, but soon that will stop because there will not be enough time before the cold sets in for the plants to
create new blossoms.
I've begin the autumn tasks - cutting back spent perennials, pruning the shrub roses so they will not rock in
winter's winds and tying in the new canes on the climbers, checking our shrubs and small trees for crossing
branches and for branches with weak crotches that might break in a heavy snow load.
These tasks turn my mind to winter, but then I
plant a few bulbs and I am already in spring,
planning what perennials to lift and divide,
which ones would benefit from replenishing
with newly purchased plants, and where I might
plant the annuals next year to maximize their
contribution to the garden.
But, soon enough, the reality of autumn will set
in. By the end of October, all the perennials will
have been cut back and the garden covered with
a blanket of leaf-compost which will protect it
through the winter to come. The gardener, tasks
done, will stay at home.
Fall Garden, September 2017.
If you would like to be part of this wonderful and magical garden, please consider joining the Garden
Angels! To get more information or to sign up as a volunteer, email Ann Foley, Coordinator of
Volunteers, at anndfoley@aol.com. The last work session left in the season is October 28.
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Director’s Report continued from page 3
Finally, the museum has just received a major gift of Chinese export
porcelain from Natalie Dyer of
Washington, CT. The gift consists of
a partial tea service decorated with
blue bands and circular cartouches
containing sepia and gilt floral sprays
matching some of the porcelain currently on exhibit in the Webb House.
Also received is an extensive Chinese
export partial dinner service dating to
the second half of the 18th century.
The service consists of 133 pieces and
is decorated with a simple overglaze
blue enamel and gilt border/band
decoration monogrammed with a gold
“D,” referring to the Dyer family of
Rhode Island. It includes many dinner
Dining table at the Deane House set for the soup service with a
plates, vegetable dishes, tureens, hot
tureen, soup bowls and plates monogrammed with a gold “D.”
water dishes, covered cups, gravy
Note other pieces from the service on a folding table in the
boats, soup bowls and various sized
background waiting to be cataloged.
serving platters. The service will be
displayed in the dining parlor at the Deane House and shown in storage shelves adjacent to the kitchen. It
is a welcome coincidence that the service is monogrammed with a “D.” It certainly is the type of dinner
ware Silas Deane would have ordered for his own personal use and for large entertainments.

Museum Receives Award for
Nutting Exhibit
This spring, the Webb-Deane-Stevens
Museum won a Connecticut League of
History Organizations (CLHO) Award of
Merit for the 2016 exhibit, Wallace Nutting:
Preservation Pioneer. The award is a
prestigious recognition for achievement in the
preservation and interpretation of Connecticut
history. Pictured left to right are Elizabeth
Shapiro, former Executive Director of CLHO;
Anne Guernsey, WDS Director of
Membership and Development; Charles T.
Lyle, WDS Executive Director and exhibit
curator, Phil Lohman, exhibit designer and
WDS guide, and Rich Malley, Museum
Curator.
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Holiday Preview Party ~ Friday, December 8, 5-8 p.m.
View the three historic houses decorated for the holidays, with music, hors d’oeuvres and
wine. $30 per member; non members $35.

Guides Nina Vasques and
Phil Lohman prepare for
the big holiday event.

Christmas Carolers Joe Schuberth (L.) and
Connor Sullivan (R.)
in the Northeast parlor of Webb House.

The Webb House dining
room set up for a festive
holiday dessert.

The Yorktown
Parlor decorated
for the holidays.
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Give the Gift of Membership: Share the Museum with a Friend
As a nonprofit 501(c)(3) organization, the WDS Museum relies on vital support from annual memberships to
help subsidize our award-winning educational programming and museum operations. As a member, we
know you already value our mission of preserving and interpreting American history. Please consider sharing
your passion by giving someone special the gift of History - a one year membership at the WDS Museum.
Not only will your friends and family get to enjoy many benefits, they will be introduced to the worthy cause
of preservation. Perfect for the upcoming holiday, as well as birthdays, or just because.

Senior $30 / Individual $35 - one (1) person
 Free, unlimited house tours for one person
 Discounts to programs
 Invitations to special events
 10% discount on Museum Shop purchases
 Subscription to newsletter (2x yearly)
Family $50 - Immediate family unit – two (2) parents and their children 18 years and younger.
 All Individual benefits for a member couple and their children age 18 and younger
Contributing $100 - Immediate family unit – two (2) parents and their children 18 years and younger.
 All Family benefits PLUS…
 Free admission for house tours up to four (4) guests
 Two (2) complimentary house tour passes to give to friends, co-workers, etc.
 Special “Members only” tours and talks with behind-the-scene details given by the Executive
Director and the Curator
Patron $250 - Immediate family unit – two (2) parents and their children 18 years and younger.
 All Contributing benefits PLUS…
 Four (4) complimentary house tour passes to give to friends, co-workers, etc.
 Access by appointment to use the reference library
 20% discount on Museum Shop purchases

-- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - NAME(S): _______________________________

Enclosed is my membership fee of $ ___________

ADDRESS: ______________________________

PAYMENT
___Cash enclosed
___Check enclosed
(payable to Webb-Deane-Stevens Museum)
___Credit Card (Visa or MasterCard only

__________________________________
CITY / STATE / ZIP: ______________________
PHONE: ________________________________
EMAIL: _________________________________
___Senior Membership...$30
___Individual Membership...$35
___Family Membership...$50
___Contributing Member...$100
___Patron Member...$250

CARD #: _____________________________________
EXPIRATION DATE: ________ CVV CODE: ______

SIGNATURE: _______________________________
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Calendar of Events
Mark your calendars! We have a busy program this fall and winter. Be sure to visit webb-deanestevens.org/category/current-new-events/ for the latest updates and hours.

Sat. & Sun.
Oct. 21 & 22
Thursday, Oct. 26
Sat. & Sun.
Nov. 4 & 5
Sat., Nov. 11

Thurs. Dec. 7
Friday, Dec. 8
Fri. & Sat.
Dec. 15 & 16

OCTOBER 2017
Museum &
10 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Burying
Witches and Tombstones tours
$15 person
Ground
6:30 p.m. (wine reception 6 p.m.)
Recent Archaeological Discoveries at
Webb Barn
Free event; $5 wine donation
the WDS Museum (P.A.S.T. team)
NOVEMBER 2017
Fashions from the
Webb House Shop Event
Webb House
Webb House Shop
10:30 a.m. & 1:30 p.m.
Antiques 101 ~ Digging Deeper
Museum
$20 per person.
Tour
DECEMBER 2017
5-9:00 p.m.

Webb House

5-8:00 p.m.
$30/Member; $35/Non-Member
5-8:00 p.m.
$12 per person

Museum
Museum

Holidays on Main
a holiday event
Celebrate Three Centuries of
Christmas – Dazzling Preview Party
Candlelight tours with guides in
period dress

Sat., Dec. 9-Sun. Jan.7, 2018: Holiday Tours
are available at our regularly scheduled hours.
Wed., Dec. 27-Sun., Jan. 7: 2018 Holiday Sale in the Museum Shop.
Open during our regularly scheduled hours.
The Museum is closed Christmas Day and New Year’s Day.
In 2018 stay tuned for Tags and Treasures:
Sale days Saturday & Sunday, April 14 & 15, 2018.
The Museum will reopen on weekends only for tours on Saturday, April 7, 2018.
Special tours are available by appointment.
Offices remain open throughout the winter.
We are open May-October, Saturdays and weekdays, except Tuesdays 10-4 p.m.;
Sundays 1-4 p.m.
Be sure to like us on Facebook where you can get first choice of tickets.
You can also read many interesting history-related articles
and be able to share your photos, videos, and memories
from the WDS Museum events and tours.
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